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This authority shall be exercised in ac-
cordance with directives promulgated 
by the Director, Office of Operations. 

§ 2.9 Additional delegations. 

The authority granted to a general 
officer may be exercised in the dis-
charge of any additional functions 
which the Secretary may assign. 

§ 2.10 Limitations. 

The delegations made in this part 
shall not be construed to confer upon 
any general officer or agency head the 
authority of the Secretary to prescribe 
regulations which by law require ap-
proval of the President. 

§ 2.11 New principles and periodic re-
views. 

In the exercise of authority delegated 
by the Secretary, the application of 
new principles of major importance or 
a departure from principles established 
by the Secretary should be brought to 
the attention of the Secretary. General 
officers are responsible for assuring 
that periodic reviews are conducted of 
the activities of the agencies assigned 
to their direction and supervision, as 
required by 5 U.S.C. 305. 

§ 2.12 Secretary and general officers 
not precluded from exercising dele-
gated powers. 

No delegation of authority by the 
Secretary or a general officer con-
tained in this part shall preclude the 
Secretary or general officer from exer-
cising any of the authority so dele-
gated. 

§ 2.13 Status of prior delegations. 

Nothing in this part shall affect the 
bylaws of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration, the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation, or the Rural Telephone 
Bank. All delegations previously made 
which are inconsistent with delega-
tions made in this part are superseded; 
however, any regulation, order, author-
ization, expenditure, or other instru-
ment, heretofore issued or made pursu-
ant to any delegation of authority 
shall continue in full force and effect 
unless and until withdrawn or super-
seded pursuant to authority granted in 
this part. 

Subpart C—Delegations of Author-
ity to the Deputy Secretary, 
Under Secretaries, and Assist-
ant Secretaries 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
subpart C of part 2 appear at 60 FR 66713, 
Dec. 26, 1995. 

§ 2.15 Deputy Secretary. 
The following delegation of authority 

is made by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to the Deputy Secretary: Per-
form all of the duties and exercise all 
of the powers and functions which are 
now or which may hereafter be, vested 
in the Secretary of Agriculture. This 
delegation is subject to the limitation 
in § 2.10. 

§ 2.16 Under Secretary for Farm and 
Foreign Agricultural Services. 

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to the Under Secretary for 
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ices: 

(1) Related to consolidated farm service. 
(i) Formulate policies and administer 
programs authorized by the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Act of 1938, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 1282 et seq.). 

(ii) Formulate policies and admin-
ister programs authorized by the Agri-
cultural Act of 1949, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 1441 et seq.). 

(iii) Coordinate and prevent duplica-
tion of aerial photographic work of the 
Department, including: 

(A) Clearing photography projects; 
(B) Assigning symbols for new aerial 

photography, maintaining symbol 
records, and furnishing symbol books; 

(C) Recording departmental aerial 
photography flow and coordinating the 
issuance of aerial photography status 
maps of latest coverage; 

(D) Promoting interchange of tech-
nical information and techniques to de-
velop lower costs and better quality; 

(E) Representing the Department on 
committees, task forces, work groups, 
and other similar groups concerned 
with aerial photography acquisition 
and reproduction, and serving as liai-
son with other governmental agencies 
on aerial photography but excluding 
mapping; 
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(F) Providing a Chairperson for the 
Photography Sales Committee of the 
Department; 

(G) Coordinating development, prepa-
ration, and issuance of specifications 
for aerial photography for the Depart-
ment; 

(H) Coordinating and performing pro-
curement, inspection, and application 
of specifications for USDA aerial pho-
tography; 

(I) Providing for liaison with EROS 
Data Center to support USDA pro-
grams and research with satellite im-
agery reproductions; and 

(J) Maintaining library and files of 
USDA aerial film and retrieving and 
supplying reproductions on request. 

(iv) Administer the Agricultural Con-
servation Program under title X of the 
Agricultural Act of 1970, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.), and under the 
Soil Conservation and Domestic Allot-
ment Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 590g et 
seq.). 

(v) Administer the Emergency Con-
servation Program under the Agricul-
tural Credit Act of 1978, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 2201 et seq.). 

(vi) Conduct fiscal, accounting and 
claims functions relating to Com-
modity Credit Corporation (CCC) pro-
grams for which the Under Secretary 
for Farm and Foreign Agricultural 
Services has been delegated authority 
under paragraph (a)(3) of this section 
and, in conjunction with other agencies 
of the U.S. Government, develop and 
formulate agreements to reschedule 
amounts due from foreign countries. 

(vii) Conduct assigned activities 
under the Strategic and Critical Mate-
rials Stockpiling Act, as amended (50 
U.S.C. 98 et seq.). 

(viii) Supervise and direct Farm 
Service Agency State and county of-
fices and delegate functions to be per-
formed by Farm Service Agency State 
and county committees. 

(ix) Administer the dairy indemnity 
program under the Act of August 13, 
1968, as amended (7 U.S.C. 450j et seq.). 

(x) Administer procurement, proc-
essing, handling, distribution, disposi-
tion, transportation, payment, and re-
lated services with respect to surplus 
removal and supply operations which 
are carried out under section 210 of the 
Agricultural Act of 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1859), 

the Act of August 19, 1958, as amended 
(7 U.S.C. 1431 note), and section 709 of 
the Food and Agricultural Act of 1965, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 1446a–1), except as 
delegated in paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section and to the Under Secretary for 
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Serv-
ices in § 2.19, and assist the Under Sec-
retary for Food, Nutrition, and Con-
sumer Services and the Assistant Sec-
retary for Marketing and Regulatory 
Programs in the procurement, han-
dling, payment, and related services 
under section 32 of the Act of August 
24, 1935, as amended (7 U.S.C. 612c), the 
Act of June 28, 1937, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 713c), the National School 
Lunch Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1751, 
et seq.), section 8 of the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1777), 
section 311 of the Older Americans Act 
of 1965, as amended (42 U.S.C. 3030a), 
section 4(a) of the Agriculture and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 1973, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 612c note), and sec-
tion 1114 of the Agriculture and Food 
Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 1431e). 

(xi) [Reserved] 
(xii) Administer the Agricultural 

Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 
1978 (7 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), except those 
functions delegated in § 2.21(a)(8)(xi). 

(xiii) Administer energy management 
activities as assigned. 

(xiv) Conduct producer referenda of 
commodity promotion programs under 
the Beef Research and Information 
Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 2901 et seq.), 
and the Agricultural Promotion Pro-
grams Act of 1990, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
6001 et seq.). 

(xv) Conduct field operations of di-
version programs for fresh fruits and 
vegetables under section 32 of the Act 
of August 29, 1935. 

(xvi) Administer the U.S. Warehouse 
Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 241–273), and 
perform compliance examinations for 
Farm Service Agency programs. 

(xvii) [Reserved] 
(xviii) Formulate and carry out the 

Conservation Reserve Program, includ-
ing the implementation of technical 
assistance, under the Food Security 
Act of 1985, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1231 
et seq.). 

(xix) Carry out functions relating to 
highly erodible land and wetland con-
servation under sections 1211–1213 and 
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1221–1223 of the Food Security Act of 
1985, as amended (16 U.S.C. 3811–3813 
and 3821–3823). 

(xx)–(xxii) [Reserved] 
(xxiii) Formulate and administer reg-

ulations regarding program ineligi-
bility resulting from convictions under 
Federal or State law of planting, culti-
vating, growing, producing, harvesting, 
or storing a controlled substance, as 
required under section 1764 of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (21 U.S.C. 881a). 

(xxiv) [Reserved] 
(xxv) Administer all programs of the 

Commodity Credit Corporation that 
provide assistance with respect to the 
production of agricultural commod-
ities, including disaster assistance and 
the domestic marketing of such com-
modities, except as may otherwise be 
reserved by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and similar programs (includ-
ing commodity quality development 
programs) consigned by statute to the 
Secretary of Agriculture unless other-
wise delegated. 

(xxvi) Administer the following pro-
visions of the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 with respect to 
functions otherwise delegated to the 
Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign 
Agricultural Services: 

(A) The equitable relief provisions of 
section 1613 (7 U.S.C. 7996). 

(B) The tracking of benefits under 
section 1614 (7 U.S.C. 7997). 

(C) The development of a plan and re-
lated report to coordinate land retire-
ment and agricultural working land 
conservation programs under section 
2005 (16 U.S.C. 3801 note). 

(xxvii) Formulate and carry out the 
Grassroots Source Water Protection 
Program authorized by the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985, as amended (16 U.S.C. 
3839bb–2). 

(xxviii) Administer cooperative 
agreements authorized under 7 U.S.C. 
2204b(b)(4) with respect to conservation 
programs. 

(xxix) Administer the feedstock flexi-
bility program for bioenergy producers 
under section 9010 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 
(7 U.S.C. 8110) and the biomass crop as-
sistance program under section 9011 of 
that Act (7 U.S.C. 8111). 

(xxx) Administer the Grassland Re-
serve Program under sections 1238N– 

1238Q of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3838n–3838q) in cooperation 
with the Under Secretary for Natural 
Resources and Environment. 

(xxxi) Administer the provisions of 
section 1240R of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–5) regarding 
voluntary public access and habitat in-
centives. 

(xxxii) Implement the authority in 
section 1241 of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841) to accept and use 
voluntary contributions of non-Federal 
funds in support of natural resources 
conservation programs under subtitle 
D of title XII of that Act with respect 
to authorities delegated to the Under 
Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agri-
cultural Services. 

(xxxiii) In coordination with the As-
sistant Secretary for Administration, 
issue receipts under section 2501A(e) of 
the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, 
and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 2279– 
1(e)). 

(xxxiv) Administer the following pro-
visions of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008, Public Law 110–246: 

(A) Section 1605 relating to quality 
incentive payments for covered oilseed 
producers. 

(B) Section 1609 relating to the track-
ing of benefits. 

(C) Section 1612 relating to the hard 
white wheat development program. 

(D) Section 1613 relating to the 
durum wheat quality program. 

(E) Section 1621 relating to direct re-
imbursement payments to geographi-
cally disadvantaged farmers or ranch-
ers. 

(F) Section 10404 relating to market 
loss assistance for asparagus producers. 

(G) Sections 12033 and 15101 relating 
to supplemental agricultural disaster 
assistance. 

(H) Section 14212 relating to the clo-
sure or relocation of county or field of-
fices of the Farm Service Agency. 

(I) Section 15353(a) relating to infor-
mation reporting for Commodity Cred-
it Corporation transactions. 

(xxxv) Implement the information 
disclosure authorities of section 
1619(b)(3)(A) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
8791(b)(3)(A)). 

(2) Related to farm credit. (i) Admin-
ister the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
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Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.), 
except for the authority contained in 
the following sections: 

(A) [Reserved] 
(B) Section 306 (7 U.S.C. 1926), relat-

ing to all programs in that section; 
(C) Section 306A (7 U.S.C. 1926a) and 

section 306B (7 U.S.C. 1926b), relating to 
the emergency community water as-
sistance grant programs; 

(D) Section 306C (7 U.S.C. 1926c) to 
administer the water and waste facility 
loans and grants to alleviate health 
risks; 

(E) Sections 309 (7 U.S.C. 1929) and 
309A (7 U.S.C. 1929a), regarding assets 
and programs related to rural develop-
ment; 

(F) Section 310A (7 U.S.C. 1931), relat-
ing to watershed and resource con-
servation and development loans; 

(G) Section 310B (7 U.S.C. 1932), re-
garding various Rural Development 
programs; 

(H) Section 312(b) (7 U.S.C. 1942(b)), 
relating to small business enterprises; 

(I) Section 342 (7 U.S.C. 1013a); 
(J) Section 364 (7 U.S.C. 2006f), sec-

tion 365 (7 U.S.C. 2008), section 366 (7 
U.S.C. 2008a), section 367 (7 U.S.C. 
2008b), and section 368 (7 U.S.C. 2008c), 
regarding assets and programs related 
to rural development; and 

(K) Administrative provisions of sub-
title D of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act related to 
Rural Utilities Service, Rural Busi-
ness-Cooperative Service, and Rural 
Housing Service activities. 

(L) Section 375 (7 U.S.C. 2008j), relat-
ing to the National Sheep Industry Im-
provement Center. 

(ii) Collect, service, and liquidate 
loans made or insured by the Farm 
Service Agency, or its predecessor 
agencies. 

(iii) Administer the Rural Rehabili-
tation Corporation Trust Liquidation 
Act (40 U.S.C. 440 et seq.), and trust, liq-
uidation, and other agreements entered 
into pursuant thereto. 

(iv) [Reserved] 
(v) Administer Farmers Home Ad-

ministration or any successor agency 
assets conveyed in trust under the Par-
ticipation Sales Act of 1966 (12 U.S.C. 
1717). 

(vi) Administer the Emergency Loan 
and Guarantee Programs under sec-

tions 232, 234, 237, and 253 of the Dis-
aster Relief Act of 1970 (Pub. L. No. 91– 
606), the Disaster Relief Act of 1969 
(Pub. L. No. 91–79), Pub. L. No. 92–385, 
approved August 16, 1972, and the 
Emergency Livestock Credit Act of 
1974 (Pub. L. No. 93–357), as amended. 

(vii) Administer loans to homestead 
or desertland entrymen and purchasers 
of land in reclamation projects or to an 
entryman under the desertland law (7 
U.S.C. 1006a and 1006b). 

(viii) [Reserved] 
(ix) Service, collect, settle, and liq-

uidate: 
(A) Deferred land purchase obliga-

tions of individuals under the Wheeler- 
Case Act of August 11, 1939, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 590y), and under the item, 
‘‘Water Conservation and Utilization 
projects’’ in the Department of the In-
terior Appropriation Act, 1940 (53 Stat. 
719), as amended; 

(B) Puerto Rican Hurricane Relief 
loans under the Act of July 11, 1956 (70 
Stat. 525); and 

(C) Loans made in conformance with 
section 4 of the Southeast Hurricane 
Disaster Relief Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 
1301). 

(x) Administer loans to Indian tribes, 
tribal corporations, and purchasers of 
highly fractionated land (25 U.S.C. 488– 
492). 

(xi) Administer the State Agricul-
tural Loan Mediation Program under 
title 5 of the Agricultural Credit Act of 
1987 (7 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) 

(xii) Administer financial assistance 
programs relating to Economic Oppor-
tunity Loans to Cooperatives under 
part A of title III and part D of title I 
and the necessarily related functions in 
title VI of the Economic Opportunity 
Act of 1964, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2763– 
2768, 2841–2855, 2942, 2943(b), 2961), dele-
gated by the Director of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture by documents 
dated October 23, 1964 (29 FR 14764), and 
June 17, 1968 (33 FR 9850), respectively. 

(xiii) Exercise all authority and dis-
cretion vested in the Secretary by sec-
tion 331(c) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, as amend-
ed by section 2 of the Farmers Home 
Administration Improvement Act of 
1994, Pub. L. 103–248 (7 U.S.C. 1981(c)), 
including the following: 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 09:16 Feb 20, 2014 Jkt 232012 PO 00000 Frm 00149 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\232012.XXX 232012w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



140 

7 CFR Subtitle A (1–1–14 Edition) § 2.16 

(A) Determine, with the concurrence 
of the General Counsel, which actions 
are to be referred to the Department of 
Justice for the conduct of litigation, 
and refer such actions to the Depart-
ment of Justice through the General 
Counsel; 

(B) Determine, with the concurrence 
of the General Counsel, which actions 
are to be referred to the General Coun-
sel, for the conduct of litigation and 
refer such actions; and 

(C) Enter into contracts with private 
sector attorneys for the conduct of liti-
gation, with the concurrence of the 
General Counsel, after determining 
that the attorneys will provide com-
petent and cost effective representa-
tion for the Farm Service Agency. 

(xiv) Administer programs for Apple 
Loans and Emergency Loans for Seed 
Producers under sections 203(f) and 253, 
respectively, of the Agricultural Risk 
Protection Act of 2000 (7 U.S.C. 1421 
note, Pub. L. 106–224). 

(xv) Administer evaluations of direct 
and guaranteed loan programs under 
section 5301 of the Farm security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
1922 note). 

(3) Related to foreign agriculture. (i) 
Coordinate the carrying out by Depart-
ment agencies of their functions in-
volving foreign agricultural policies 
and programs and their operations and 
activities in foreign areas. Act as liai-
son on these matters and functions re-
lating to foreign agriculture between 
the Department of Agriculture and the 
Department of State, the United States 
Trade Representative, the Trade Policy 
Committee, the Agency for Inter-
national Development, and other de-
partments, agencies, and committees 
of the U.S. Government, foreign gov-
ernments, the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development, 
the European Union, the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the United 
Nations, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the 
Inter-American Development Bank, 
the Organization of American States, 
and other public and private U.S. and 
international organizations, and the 
contracting parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) and the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO). 

(ii) Administer Departmental pro-
grams concerned with development of 
foreign markets for agricultural prod-
ucts of the United States except func-
tions relating to export marketing op-
erations under section 32 of the Act of 
August 23, 1935, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
612c), delegated to the Assistant Sec-
retary for Marketing and Regulatory 
Programs, and utilization research del-
egated to the Under Secretary for Re-
search, Education, and Economics. 

(iii) Conduct studies of worldwide 
production, trade, marketing, prices, 
consumption, and other factors affect-
ing exports and imports of U.S. agricul-
tural commodities; obtain information 
on methods used by other countries to 
move farm commodities in world trade 
on a competitive basis for use in the 
development of programs of this De-
partment; provide information to do-
mestic producers, the agricultural 
trade, the public and other interests; 
and promote normal commercial mar-
kets abroad. This delegation excludes 
basic and long-range analyses of world 
conditions and developments affecting 
supply, demand, and trade in farm 
products and general economic anal-
yses of the international financial and 
monetary aspects of agricultural af-
fairs as assigned to the Under Sec-
retary for Research, Education, and 
Economics. 

(iv) Conduct functions of the Depart-
ment relating to GATT, WTO, the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.), the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2101 et seq.), the Trade Agree-
ments Act of 1979 (19 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), 
the Omnibus Trade and Competition 
Act of 1988 (19 U.S.C. 2901 et seq.), the 
provisions of subtitle B of title III of 
the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment Implementation Act, and other 
legislation affecting international agri-
cultural trade including the programs 
designed to reduce foreign tariffs and 
other trade barriers. 

(v) Maintain a worldwide agricultural 
intelligence and reporting system, in-
cluding provision for foreign agricul-
tural representation abroad to protect 
and promote U.S. agricultural inter-
ests, and to acquire information on de-
mand, competition, marketing, and 
distribution of U.S. agricultural com-
modities abroad pursuant to title VI of 
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the Agricultural Act of 1954, as amend-
ed (7 U.S.C. 1761–1768). 

(vi) Exercise the Department’s func-
tions with respect to the International 
Coffee Agreement or any such future 
agreement. 

(vii) Administer functions of the De-
partment relating to import controls, 
except those functions reserved to the 
Secretary in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and those relating to section 8e of 
the Agricultural Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 
608e–1), as assigned to the Assistant 
Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs. These include: 

(A) Functions under section 22 of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 624); 

(B) General note 15(c) to the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (19 U.S.C. 1202); 

(C) Requests for emergency relief 
from duty-free imports of perishable 
products filed with the Department of 
Agriculture under section 213(f) of the 
Caribbean Basin Recovery Act of 1983 
(19 U.S.C. 2703(f)); 

(D) Section 404 of the Trade and Tar-
iff Act of 1984 (19 U.S.C. 2112 note); 

(E) Section 204(d) of the Andean 
Trade Preference Act (19 U.S.C. 
3203(d)); 

(F) Functions under sections 309 and 
316 of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement Implementation Act (19 
U.S.C. 3358 and 3381); 

(G) Section 301(a) of the United 
States-Canada Free Trade Agreement 
Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 2112 
note); and 

(H) Section 204 of the Agricultural 
Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854). 

(viii) Represent the Department on 
the Interdepartmental Committee for 
Export Control and to conduct depart-
mental activities to carry out the pro-
visions of the Export Administration 
Act of 1969, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 
2401 et seq.), except as reserved to the 
Secretary under paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section. 

(ix) Exercise the Department’s re-
sponsibilities in connection with inter-
national negotiations of the Grains 
Trade Convention and in the adminis-
tration of such Convention. 

(x) Plan and carry out programs and 
activities under the foreign market 
promotion authority of: The Wheat Re-

search and Promotion Act (7 U.S.C. 
1292 note); the Cotton Research and 
Promotion Act (7 U.S.C. 2101–2118); the 
Potato Research and Promotion Act (7 
U.S.C. 2611–2627); the Egg Research and 
Consumer Information Act of 1974 (7 
U.S.C. 2701–2718); the Beef Research and 
Information Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
2901–2911); the Wheat and Wheat Foods 
Research and Nutrition Education Act 
(7 U.S.C. 3401–3417); the Floral Research 
and Consumer Information Act of 1981 
(7 U.S.C. 4301–4319); subtitle B of title I 
of the Dairy and Tobacco Adjustment 
Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 4501–4514); the 
Honey Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Act of 1984, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 4601–4613); the Pork 
Promotion, Research, and Consumer 
Information Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 4801– 
4819); the Watermelon Research and 
Promotion Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
4901–4916); the Pecan Promotion and 
Research Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6001– 
6013); the Mushroom Promotion, Re-
search, and Consumer Information Act 
of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6101–6112); the Lime Re-
search, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6201– 
6212); the Soybean Promotion, Re-
search, and Consumer Information Act 
of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6301–6311); the Fluid 
Milk Promotion Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
6401–6417); the Fresh Cut Flowers and 
Fresh Cut Greens Promotion and Con-
sumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 6801– 
6814); the Sheep Promotion, Research, 
and Information Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 
7101–7111); the Commodity Promotion, 
Research, and Information Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7411–7425); the Canola and 
Rapeseed Research, Promotion, and 
Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 
7441–7452); the National Kiwifruit Re-
search, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act (7 U.S.C. 7461–7473); and, 
the Popcorn Promotion, Research, and 
Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 
7481–7491). This authority includes de-
termining the programs and activities 
to be undertaken and assuring that 
they are coordinated with the overall 
departmental programs to develop for-
eign markets for U.S. agricultural 
products. 

(xi) Formulate policies and admin-
ister barter programs under which ag-
ricultural commodities are exported. 
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(xii) Perform functions of the Depart-
ment in connection with the develop-
ment and implementation of agree-
ments to finance the sale and expor-
tation of agricultural commodities 
under Public Law 480, 83rd Congress, 
hereafter referred to as ‘‘Public Law 
480’’ (7 U.S.C. 1691, 1701 et seq.). 

(xiii) Administer commodity procure-
ment and supply, transportation (other 
than from point of export, except for 
movement to trust territories or pos-
sessions), handling, payment, and re-
lated services in connection with pro-
grams under titles II and III of Public 
Law 480 (7 U.S.C. 1691, 1701 et seq.), and 
payment and related services with re-
spect to export programs and barter 
operations. 

(xiv) Coordinate within the Depart-
ment activities arising under Public 
Law 480 (except as delegated to the 
Under Secretary for Research, Edu-
cation, and Economics in § 2.21(a)(8)), 
and represent the Department in its re-
lationships in such matters with the 
Department of State, any interagency 
committee on Public Law 480, and 
other departments, agencies and com-
mittees of the Government. 

(xv) Formulate policies and imple-
ment programs to promote the export 
of dairy products, as authorized under 
section 153 of the Food Security Act of 
1985, as amended (15 U.S.C. 713a–14). 

(xvi) Formulate policies and imple-
ment a program for the export sales of 
dairy products, as authorized by sec-
tion 1163 of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1731 note). 

(xvii) Carry out activities relating to 
the sale, reduction, or cancellation of 
debt, as authorized by title VI of the 
Agricultural Trade and Development 
Act of 1954, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1738 et 
seq.). 

(xviii) [Reserved] 
(xix) Determine the agricultural 

commodities acquired under price sup-
port programs which are available for 
export and allocate such commodities 
among the various export programs. 

(xx) Conduct economic analyses per-
taining to the foreign sugar situation. 

(xxi) Exercise the Department’s func-
tions with respect to the International 
Sugar Agreement or any such future 
agreements. 

(xxii) Exercise the Department’s re-
sponsibilities with respect to tariff- 
rate quotes for dairy products under 
chapter 4 of the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (19 
U.S.C. 1202). 

(xxiii) Serve as a focal point for han-
dling quality or weight discrepancy in-
quiries from foreign buyers of U.S. ag-
ricultural commodities to insure that 
they are investigated and receive a 
timely response and that reports there-
of are made to appropriate parties and 
government officials in order that cor-
rective action may be taken. 

(xxiv) Establish and administer regu-
lations relating to foreign travel by 
employees of the Department. Regula-
tions will include, but not be limited 
to, obtaining and controlling passports, 
obtaining visas, coordinating Depart-
ment of State medical clearances and 
imposing requirements for itineraries 
and contacting the Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs Officers upon arrival in 
the Officers’ country(ies) of responsi-
bility. 

(xxv) Formulate policies and admin-
ister programs and activities author-
ized by the Agricultural Trade Act of 
1978, as amended (7 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.). 

(xxvi) Administer the Foreign Serv-
ice personnel system for the Depart-
ment in accordance with 22 U.S.C. 3922, 
except as otherwise delegated to the 
Assistant Secretary for Marketing and 
Regulatory Programs in § 2.22(a)(2)(i), 
but including authority to approve 
joint regulations issued by the Depart-
ment of State and authority to rep-
resent the Department of Agriculture 
in all interagency consultations and 
negotiations with the other foreign af-
fairs agencies with respect to joint reg-
ulations. 

(xxvii) Establish and maintain U.S. 
Agricultural Trade Offices, to develop, 
maintain and expand international 
markets for U.S. agricultural commod-
ities in accordance with title IV of 
Pub. L. No. 95–501 (7 U.S.C. 1765a-g). 

(xxviii) Administer the programs 
under section 416(b) of the Agricultural 
Act of 1949, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
1431(b)), relating to the foreign dona-
tion of CCC stocks of agricultural com-
modities. 

(xxix)–(xxx) [Reserved] 
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(xxxi) Administer programs under 
the Food for Progress Act of 1985 (7 
U.S.C. 1736o). 

(xxxii) Serve as Department adviser 
on policies, organizational arrange-
ments, budgets, and actions to accom-
plish international scientific and tech-
nical cooperation in food and agri-
culture. 

(xxxiii) Administer and direct the 
Department’s programs in inter-
national development, technical assist-
ance, and training carried out under 
the Foreign Assistance Act, as amend-
ed, as requested under such act (22 
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.). 

(xxxiv) Administer and coordinate as-
signed Departmental programs in 
international research and scientific 
and technical cooperation with other 
governmental agencies, land grant uni-
versities, international organizations, 
international agricultural research 
centers, and other institutions (7 
U.S.C. 1624, 3291). 

(xxxv) Direct and coordinate the De-
partment’s participation in scientific 
and technical matters and exchange 
agreements between the United States 
and other countries. 

(xxxvi) Direct and coordinate the De-
partment’s work in international orga-
nizations and interagency committees 
concerned with food and agricultural 
development programs (7 U.S.C. 2201– 
2202). 

(xxxvii) Coordinate policy formula-
tion for USDA international science 
and technology programs concerning 
international agricultural research 
centers, international organizations, 
and international agricultural research 
and extension activities (7 U.S.C. 3291). 

(xxxviii) Disseminate, upon request, 
information on subjects connected with 
agriculture which has been acquired by 
USDA agencies that may be useful to 
the U.S. private sector in expanding 
foreign markets and investment oppor-
tunities through the operation of a De-
partment information center, pursuant 
to 7 U.S.C. 2201. 

(xxxix) Enter into contracts, grants, 
cooperative agreements, and cost reim-
bursable agreements relating to agri-
cultural research, extension, or teach-
ing activities (7 U.S.C. 3318, 3319a). 

(xl) Determine amounts reimbursable 
for indirect costs under international 

agricultural programs and agreements 
(7 U.S.C. 3319). 

(xli) Administer the Cochran Fellow-
ship Program (7 U.S.C. 3293). 

(xlii) Determine quantity trigger lev-
els and impose additional duties under 
the special safeguard measures in ac-
cordance with U.S. note 2 to sub-
chapter IV of chapter 99 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (19 U.S.C. 1202). 

(xliii) Implement provisions of the 
Trade Act of 1974 regarding adjustment 
assistance for farmers (19 U.S.C. 2401– 
2401g). 

(xliv) Implement section 3107 of the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o–1). 

(xlv) Implement section 3205 of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (22 U.S.C. 7112 note) regarding the 
Consultative Group to Eliminate the 
Use of Child Labor and Forced Labor in 
Imported Agricultural Products, in 
consultation with the Under Secretary 
for Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams. 

(xlvi) Implement section 3206 of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 1726c) regarding local and 
regional food aid procurement projects. 

(xlvii) Administer the Borlaug Inter-
national Agricultural Science and 
Technology Fellowship Program (7 
U.S.C. 3319j). 

(xlviii) Administer the grant program 
for agricultural biotechnology research 
and development for developing coun-
tries (7 U.S.C. 7631). 

(4) Related to risk management. (i) Ex-
ercise general supervision of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Corporation. 

(ii) Appoint such officers and employ-
ees as may be necessary for the trans-
action of the business of the Federal 
Crop Insurance Corporation and the 
Risk Management Agency. 

(iii) Conduct pilot programs involv-
ing revenue insurance, risk manage-
ment savings accounts, or the use of 
futures markets to manage risk and 
support farm income. 

(iv) Provide education in manage-
ment of the financial risks inherent in 
the production and marketing of agri-
cultural commodities. 

(v) Conduct a study and issue a re-
port on the efficacy and accuracy of 
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the application of pack factors regard-
ing the measurement of farm-stored 
production for purposes of providing 
policies or plans of insurance under the 
Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 
1501 et seq.). 

(5) Related to committee management. 
Establish and reestablish regional, 
state, and local advisory committees 
for activities under his or her author-
ity. This authority may not be redele-
gated. 

(6) Related to defense and emergency 
preparedness. Administer responsibil-
ities and functions assigned under the 
Defense Production Act of 1950, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2061 et seq.), 
and title VI of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5195 et seq.), con-
cerning agricultural production; food 
processing, storage, and distribution; 
distribution of farm equipment and fer-
tilizer; rehabilitation and use of food, 
agricultural and related agribusiness 
facilities; CCC resources; farm credit 
and financial assistance; and foreign 
agricultural intelligence and other for-
eign agricultural matters. 

(7) Related to environmental response. 
With respect to land and facilities 
under his or her authority, exercise the 
functions delegated to the Secretary by 
Executive Order 12580, 3 CFR, 1987 
Comp., p. 193, under the following pro-
visions of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (‘‘the Act’’), as 
amended: 

(i) Sections 104 (a), (b), and (c)(4) of 
the Act (42 U.S.C. 9604 (a), (b), and 
(c)(4)), with respect to removal and re-
medial actions in the event of release 
or threatened release of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant 
into the environment; 

(ii) Sections 104(e)–(h) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9604(e)–(h)), with respect to in-
formation gathering and access re-
quests and orders; compliance with 
Federal health and safety standards 
and wage and labor standards applica-
ble to covered work; and emergency 
procurement powers; 

(iii) Section 104(i)(11) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9604(i)(11)), with respect to the 
reduction of exposure to significant 
risk to human health; 

(iv) Section 104(j) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9604(j)), with respect to the ac-
quisition of real property and interests 
in real property required to conduct a 
remedial action; 

(v) The first two sentences of section 
105(d) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 9605(d)), 
with respect to petition for prelimi-
nary assessment of a release or threat-
ened release; 

(vi) Section 105(f) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9605(f)), with respect to consider-
ation of the availability of qualified 
minority firms in awarding contracts, 
but excluding that portion of section 
105(f) pertaining to the annual report 
to Congress; 

(vii) Section 109 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9609), with respect to the assessment of 
civil penalties for violations of section 
122 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 9622), and the 
granting of awards to individuals pro-
viding information; 

(viii) Section 111(f) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9611(f)), with respect to the des-
ignation of officials who may obligate 
money in the Hazardous Substances 
Superfund; 

(ix) Section 113(k) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 9613(k)), with respect to estab-
lishing an administrative record upon 
which to base the selection of a re-
sponse action and identifying and noti-
fying potentially responsible parties; 

(x) Section 116(a) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9616(a)), with respect to preliminary as-
sessment and site inspection of facili-
ties; 

(xi) Sections 117(a) and (c) of the Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9617(a) and (c)), with respect 
to public participation in the prepara-
tion of any plan for remedial action 
and explanation of variances from the 
final remedial action plan for any re-
medial action or enforcement action, 
including any settlement or consent 
decree entered into; 

(xii) Section 119 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9119), with respect to indemnifying re-
sponse action contractors; 

(xiii) Section 121 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9621), with respect to cleanup stand-
ards; and 

(xiv) Section 122 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
9622), with respect to settlements, but 
excluding section 122(b)(1) of the Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9622(b)(1)), related to mixed 
funding agreements. 
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(8) Related to compliance with environ-
mental laws. With respect to facilities 
and activities under his or her author-
ity, to exercise the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture pursuant to 
section 1–102 related to compliance 
with applicable pollution control 
standards and section 1–601 of Execu-
tive Order 12088, 3 CFR, 1978 Comp., p. 
243, to enter into an inter-agency 
agreement with the United States En-
vironmental Protection Agency, or an 
administrative consent order or a con-
sent judgment in an appropriate State, 
interstate, or local agency, containing 
a plan and schedule to achieve and 
maintain compliance with applicable 
pollution control standards established 
pursuant to the following: 

(i) Solid Waste Disposal Act, as 
amended by the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act, as further amended 
by the Hazardous and Solid Waste 
Amendments, and the Federal Facility 
Compliance Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.); 

(ii) Federal Water Pollution Preven-
tion and Control Act, as amended (33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(iii) Safe Drinking Water Act, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.); 

(iv) Clean Air Act, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 7401 et seq.); 

(v) Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 4901 et seq.); 

(vi) Toxic Substances Control Act, as 
amended (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.); 

(vii) Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, 
and Rodenticide Act, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 136 et seq.); and 

(viii) Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980, as amended by the Super-
fund Amendments and Reauthorization 
Act of 1986 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(9) Related to hazardous materials man-
agement. (i) Serve on the USDA Haz-
ardous Materials Policy Council. 

(ii) Recommend actions and policies 
that enable USDA agencies under his 
or her authority to comply with the in-
tent, purposes, and standards of envi-
ronmental laws for pollution preven-
tion, control, and abatement. 

(iii) Consult with the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
other appropriate Federal agencies in 
developing pollution prevention, con-
trol, and abatement policies and pro-

grams relating to agencies under his or 
her authority. 

(iv) Recommend actions and policies 
of the loan and grant programs under 
his or her authority concerning compli-
ance with the Asset Conservation, 
Lender Liability, and Deposit Insur-
ance Protection Act of 1996, Subtitle E 
of Public Law No. 104–208. 

(b) The following authorities are re-
served to the Secretary of Agriculture: 

(1) Related to farm service. (i) Appoint-
ment of Farm Service Agency State 
committeemen. 

(ii) Final approval of regulations re-
lating to the selection and exercise of 
the functions of committees promul-
gated under section 8(b) of the Soil 
Conservation and Domestic Allotment 
Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 590h(b)). 

(2) Related to foreign agriculture. (i) 
Approving export controls with respect 
to any agricultural commodity, includ-
ing fats and oils or animal hides or 
skins as provided for in the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1969, as amended 
(50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.). 

(ii) Advising the President that im-
ports are having the effect on programs 
or operations of this Department re-
quired as a prerequisite for the imposi-
tion of import controls under section 22 
of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 
1933, as amended (7 U.S.C. 624a), recom-
mending that the President cause an 
investigation to be made by the Tariff 
Commission of the facts so that a de-
termination can be made whether im-
port restrictions should be imposed 
under that Act, and determining under 
section 204(e) of the Andean Trade 
Preference Act (19 U.S.C. 3203(e)) that 
there exists a serious injury, or threat 
thereof and recommending to the 
President whether or not to take ac-
tion. 

(iii) Determining the agricultural 
commodities and the quantities thereof 
available for disposition under Public 
Law 480 (7 U.S.C. 1731). 

(3) Related to risk management. (i) Ap-
pointment of those members of the 
Board of Directors of the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation who are not al-
ready otherwise employed by the De-
partment of Agriculture, and as au-
thorized in 7 U.S.C. 1505(a) designating 
an Under Secretary of Agriculture to 
be a member of the Board in addition 
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to the Under Secretary responsible for 
the Federal crop insurance program 
who is a Board member pursuant to 7 
U.S.C. 1505(a). 

(ii) Appointment of the Adminis-
trator of the Risk Management Agency 
who also shall serve as the Manager of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Corpora-
tion. 

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 25775, May 23, 1996; 61 FR 37552, July 18, 
1996; 62 FR 1031, Jan. 8, 1997; 62 FR 19900, Apr. 
24, 1997; 62 FR 40253, July 28, 1997; 65 FR 12427, 
Mar. 9, 2000; 68 FR 27435, May 20, 2003; 71 FR 
35491, June 21, 2006; 71 FR 51421, Aug. 30, 2006; 
74 FR 3401, Jan. 21, 2009; 75 FR 43368, July 23, 
2010; 78 FR 40937, July 9, 2013] 

§ 2.17 Under Secretary for Rural De-
velopment. 

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to the Under Secretary for 
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment: 

(1) Provide leadership and coordina-
tion within the executive branch of a 
Nationwide Rural Development Pro-
gram utilizing the services of executive 
branch departments and agencies and 
the agencies, bureaus, offices, and serv-
ices of the Department of Agriculture 
in coordination with rural development 
programs of State and local govern-
ments (7 U.S.C. 2204). 

(2) Coordinate activities relative to 
rural development among agencies re-
porting to the Under Secretary for 
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment and, through appropriate 
channels, serve as the coordinating of-
ficial for other departmental agencies 
having primary responsibilities for spe-
cific titles of the Rural Development 
Act of 1972, and allied legislation. 

(3) Administer a national program of 
economic, social, and environmental 
research and analysis, statistical pro-
grams, and associated service work re-
lated to rural people and the commu-
nities in which they live including 
rural industrialization; rural popu-
lation and manpower; local govern-
ment finance; income development 
strategies; housing; social services and 
utilization; adjustments to changing 
economic and technical forces; and 
other related matters. 

(4) Work with Federal agencies in en-
couraging the creation of rural commu-
nity development organizations. 

(5) Assist other Federal agencies in 
making rural community development 
organizations aware of the Federal pro-
grams available to them. 

(6) Advise rural community develop-
ment organizations of the availability 
of Federal assistance programs. 

(7) Advise other Federal agencies of 
the need for particular Federal pro-
grams. 

(8) Assist rural community develop-
ment organizations in making contact 
with Federal agencies whose assistance 
may be of benefit to them. 

(9) Assist other Federal agencies and 
national organizations in developing 
means for extending their services ef-
fectively to rural areas. 

(10) Assist other Federal agencies in 
designating pilot projects in rural 
areas. 

(11) Conduct studies to determine 
how programs of the Department can 
be brought to bear on the economic de-
velopment problems of the country and 
assure that local groups are receiving 
adequate technical assistance from 
Federal agencies or from local and 
State governments in formulating de-
velopment programs and in carrying 
out planned development activities. 

(12) Assist other Federal agencies in 
formulating manpower development 
and training policies. 

(13) Related to committee management. 
Establish and reestablish regional, 
state, and local advisory committees 
for activities under his or her author-
ity. This authority may not be re-dele-
gated. 

(14) Related to defense and emergency 
preparedness. Administer responsibil-
ities and functions assigned under the 
Defense Production Act of 1950, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2061 et seq.), 
and title VI of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5195 et seq.), con-
cerning rural development credit and 
financial assistance. 

(15) Related to energy. (i) Provide De-
partment-wide operational support and 
coordination for loan and grant pro-
grams to foster and encourage the pro-
duction of fuels from agricultural and 
forestry products or by-products. 
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